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Mission Travel By "Caboose"
In The Far North
This picture of two workers of the mission staff of North Star, Meath
Park Station, Saskatchewan, reminds us of the fact that the high adventure
and romance of mission life did not all pass with the pioneer nineteenth
century missionary.
Many visitation calls are made in the North Woods with team and a
device like this when temperatures are well below zero, as on the day when
this picture was taken. (Note chimney stack protruding from the cowl of
the caboose.)
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Thelma Bender
JR. R. 4
Chambersburg, Pa,
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What Think Ye of Christ?
Samuel F. Wolgemuth
HE impact of these words come to us in
the beginning of this new year with
more meaning and with a further outreach
than at any other time in the history of the
world. We can only fully comprehend to
the fullest degree, the meaning of our Lord
when He spoke them, when we in our present situation apply the question to our own
sense of values. Very little need be said
about the grave situations that face the peoples of the world during this year, all have
had their sense of security jolted by the
apparent lack of control of the, now harnessed, atom. A reporter of national fame
made this terse concluding comment, as he
spoke of the possibility of certain events
in this new year; "if the atom bomb hasn't
destroyed us by that time." More than
anything else, however, we need to view
the future in light of our relation to Him,
who holds in His power the future of all
things.

T

These words spoken by the Master, as
recorded in the twenty second chapter of
the Gospel according to Matthew, were
spoken at the height of a very tense situation. The Pharisees were continuously
seeking an occasion against Jesus, they
were intent upon securing evidence that
would serve as a cause for quick disposal
of this One who was constantly locating
them in their spiritual need, much against
their wishes. In this desperate effort they
were willing to forget their own hatred for
certain groups of their fellowmen, and
make them allies for a common cause.
Jesus, receiving the full brunt of their
selfish desires, is challenged on three different issues by enemies now united for
one common end.
The Herodians, with a pretext of sincerity, inquire of Jesus whether or not, according to His teachings, it is lawful to
give tribute to Cassar. The issue took
immediate shape as Jesus requests the
showing of a coin. Then follow the immortal words from the master, "Render
therefore unto Cassar the things which are
Caesar's; and unto God the things that are
God's." Can we not see in this a message
much more far reaching than even the life
span of these now perplexed subjects of
Herod. The true Christian today is brought
face to face with the same law of life.
There are certain obligations we have to
the world. People have a right to expect
us to be law-abiding, and to pay honestly
our taxes, even during these periods of
high taxation. No one will dispute the
need to fulfill these material obligations,
but how seemingly careless we are in fulfilling the other part of the command.
There is a desperate need for us as we
face this new year to realize the privilege
and responsibility in rendering to God the
things that are His. That which we are

called upon to render to Caesar is but incidental in the program of life. That which
we have the privilege of rendering unto
God is the true essence of life itself. It is
the giving, not of things, but rather the
abandonment of oneself to Him. To Nicodemous it was impossible, to the rich
young ruler it was too costly, but to us,
recognizing the supernatural and the sacrifice necessary, the value of the service is
but enhanced. We are brought face to
face with the glorious opportunity of giving our lives, with all that we have and
are to Him; not only in pretext but in
living consecrated lives wholly dedicated
to Him and to His service. This year will
again offer boundless fields of opportunities, let us lay hold on them thus rendering to God those things which belong to
Him.

The Sadducees recognizing the failure
of the Herodians to accomplish their end
in trapping Jesus now try from a new angle. They try by endeavoring to limit the
program and scope of the teachings of
Jesus to the human conception. The law
of Moses and the plan of salvation through
our Lord Jesus is not to be circumscribed
by these human laws.
Jesus would have us realize that the
eternal plan of God, is so precious in its
outworking that, even though we may endeavor to think of it in light of life's most
intimate relations, no human conception
is adequate to comprehend its future glory.
To follow Him and to share in His blessing is to ally oneself with the glorious
Kingdom of which He is King. We probably will not be able to understand all it
involves or how it can be done, but be it
sufficient for us to know that He knows the
way.
The Herodians and Sadducees having

both failed in their endeavor, are followed
by the Pharisees who had enlisted their
help. This final attempt to corner the
Master is made by a lawyer. They were
interested in finding some way to have
Him deny the validity of the Mosaic law,
which seemingly meant so much to them.
The reply of Jesus is phenominal in that
the commandments he profounded are
basic in the outworking of life. To love
the Lord with heart, soul, and mind is to
give to Him the kind of devotion that
mates life a continuous unfolding of the
blessing of God. Surely nothing can compare with the satisfaction one receives
when there is within ones life a determination to give all that we have and are to
Him in daily service. Is it not too often
true that we, like the Pharisees, have only
a pretense of devotion, that is sadly lacking the pulsating obsession that Jesus
wants to be to us? When the blessed fellowship of this relation is once experienced, these words of Jesus are transformed
into a living reality which can only be
understood by those who have accepted
the challenge He gives. Likewise, in our
relationship one with another the second
commandment He gives might well be
practiced in this day. The Pharisees were
unable to question such fundamental laws.
They represent life at its best with no exceptions. The crying need of our genera :
tion both national and international is for
the manifestation of neighborly love. No
one would dispute that, not even the Pharisees.
After Jesus had answered their questions, He asks them a question, What
think ye of the Christ? They could
no longer think of Him only as one
with whom they disagreed. By the things
for which He stood He had projected Himself into their very lives. They now were
responsible to answer the question in light
of what He represented, as well as who He
was.
To us this year as followers of Christ
the question comes anew, "What think ye
of the Christ?" Our answer to the question
will be given by the way we live. If we
with lives surrendered give to Him that
which is due Him, the work of the church
will continue to go forward and souls will
be brought into the kingdom. If we view
our lives in the light of the Eternal, and
don't circumscribe the plan of God for us
by our own human limitations, our lives
will be lifted above the material to a new
concept of God's plan. If Christ is truly
enthroned as Lord of our lives, with our
first love and devotion to Him, our own
living will be marked by the blessing of
God and those with whom we live will
know that we have been with Jesus and
learned of him,—Waynesboro, Pa.
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Editorial
CONSPICUOUS Among
the most
inter-

BY
T H E I Re s t ing
A B S E N C E*-ths:
Word of God is the manner in which many
obvious names and facts are withheld for
purposes best known to the Divine. Yet
how interesting that upon close observation you discover those autographs and
data frequently couched in very unique yet
attractive style. It reminds one of cartoonists who usually dimly identify themselves
by grotesque initials or symbols placed in
the corner of the picture to give artistic
effect.
No name is given as the writer of the
Epistle to the Hebrews but how easy upon
careful perusual of each chapter to see
the Apostle Paul's name written on every
page. We may never know why Paul did
not state plainly just what his thorn in the
flesh was, but the majority of good New
Testament students acknowledge he gave a
broad hint as to what it was in Gal. 4:14
and 15, and 6:11. It is very satisfactory
to a logical mind to believe he had an affliction in his eyes.
How fascinating and refining' to watch
the apostle John so studiously avoid using
his own name and pronouns in the first
person as he refers to "that other disciple,"
John 20:2, "One of his disciples whom he
Since p r o D I D Y O U hibition
was
KNOW THAT 3£? £
consumed in round figures, 1,800,000,000
gallons of liquor, more than 1,000,000,000
gallons of wine, 22,000,000,000 gallons of
beer. This constitues enough strong drink
to fill 410,000 tank cars that run on the
railroad, Sound's sort of intoxicating, don't
you think?
Did you know that:
Our seventeen year old bovs and girls
lead bur crime parade in this country. This
parade has cost the country sixteen billion
dollars a year. What a boost to the cause
of evangelism if money were devoted to
promote the Gospel on a par with the terrific expenditure to stem the tide of lawlessness.
Did you know that:
The National Distillers' Corporation reported a net profit for the first quarter of
1946 of $9,306,434.00. Imagine the long
list of drunken men and women, broken
homes, terrified children that were necessary to make such a profit p o s s i b l e
Millions of hungry p e o p l e did not
have enough to keep body and soul together while this organization filled their
coffers to the point of overflowing.

loved," John 13:23, "the disciple standing
by whom He loved," John 19:26, "that
disciple whom Jesus loved," John 21:7
and 20.
Also the same modesty characteristically
adorns his epistles as he uses " W e " " u s '
"the elder" etc.
Who was that young man whom Mark
goes out of his way to mention who was
watching the arrest and betrayal of Jesus
on that eventful night? Perhaps in his
night robe he secretly slipped out where
his youthful curiosity could be satisfied,
when suddenly he was grabbed by one of
the infuriated mob in their revengeful
madness. He narrowly escapes them leaving behind his linen garment as he secludes himself because of his nakedness
and fear. There were no press reporters
present and how did John Markknowabout
this obscure onlooker unless he was referring to himself. How decorative is Holy
Writ!
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The 78 year
old man of

"K
G A N D H I
christened the
"Great Soul of India" has met death at the
hands of an assassin. This apostle of Peace
and non-violence had three methods of accomplishing his designs; passive-resistance
and non-violence which he said he learned
from Christ; non-co-operation which he
learned from Holstoy and civil disobedience which he learned from Thoreau. The
real test of any man's life and manner^ of
living can only be measured after he himself is gone.
The outlook at this point is very discouraging with blood-shed, violence and
disorder teeming among the millions of
this benighted land. It is true, Jesus was
a wonderful teacher and example, but
without the experience of regeneration, the
real purpose of Jesus' coming, His example
is inspiring, yet man finds it utterly impossible to attain the ideals of life for
which He stood.—/. N. H.

It is rather amusing yet sacredly interesting to read Mark 5:25 and 26 and note
how explicitly he tells us of thewomanwith
the issue of blood, suffering much of many
physicians and was nothing bettered but
rather grew worse. Read how Dr. Luke
tells the same incident in Luke 8:43 and
with perhaps professional ethics he omits
the details of suffering at the hands of
physicians and certainly does not say she
grew worse after twelve years torture. He
very wisely issues a bulletin (speaking in
modern terms) with trained generalization.
The woman is hopeless, no physician can
heal her. This is all the more noticeable
when we take into account that Luke above
all the gospel writers is more given to detail than all the rest.
These and many other similar items
seem to tell us that Holy men of old speaking as they were moved by the Holy Ghost
deemed silence golden on many occasions.
—E. J. S.
T D A P C H V
Enroute to Kansas
I K/\V=7ELM
to attend the funeral of Sr. Sarah Bert, long time superintendent of the Chicago Mission, Sr. Ada
Bert, wife of Bro. Joe P . Bert of Upland,
California, met death in a car accident
seven miles east of Deming N. M. Information reveals a tragic incident when during a dust storm eight cars became involved in collision and Sr. Bert was one of
three who burned to death in the accident.
The deepest sympathies of the church at
large reach out to these loved ones and the
California church for whom this is a dark
hour and a tragic period. The prayers of
the church from the east to the west will
be shared with them, and we trust and believe that God who permits such dispensations can arrange that some ultimate good
will be realized.—/. N, H,

A Word About the

Campaign

It is yet too soon to tabulate the results
of the special "AN E. V. IN EVERY
HOME" drive put on by the solicitors to
the Evangelical Visitor in every community of the Brethren in Christ Church. Even
in this morning's mail were no less than
thirty subscriptions which are yet returns
from this campaign. However, it is safe to
say that well unto two thousand years of
subscriptions have been added to the mailing list of the Evangelical Visitor. This is
gratifying indeed and constitutes a compliment to our fine staff of solicitors.
To date we have word of the following
congregations having achieved 100 percent subscription to our church paper.
Conoy, Pa., Pleasant Hill, Ohio, Boyle,
Ontario, Englewood, Ohio, Cedar Springs,
Pa., Clarence Center, N. Y., Howick, Ont.,
and Clearview, Sask.
We await word from many more for
listing in later editions.
We are glad to announce that our mailing facilities at the Publishing House have
been recently augmented by the purchase
of an Elliott Addressing System which will
greatly speed up our mailing program and
help eliminate many errors which so easily
crept into our present "galley and wingmailer" system. This change, however, entails the transfer of all current and campaign addresses unto the stencil system.
This requires considerable time and possibly will explain the reason for many of
your mailing labels not carrying the proper expiration dates. This transfer should
be completed by March 1, and any neglected changes after that date should promptly
be called to our attention. In the meantime we will appreciate immediate word of
anyone of whom you hear who has subscribed and is not now receiving the
Evangelical
Visitor.
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Why the Pressure?
The Late Rev. E. E.
But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ jfasus, after that ye have suffered a while,
make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. I Peter 5:10.
' ' r o R WE would not, brethren have you
ignorant of our trouble which came
to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of
measure, above strength, insomuch that we
despaired even of life." II Cor. 1:8. Here
we find the great Apostle under such pressure, (perhaps from Satan) that he was at
the point of death.
Pressure may come from God, Satan or
other people and we ourselves may be
more or less responsible for what we suffer.
Pressure from God
God often brings pressure in order to
stir us up to do something. On one occasion Paul was "Pressed in the spirit to
testify to the Jews that Jesus was Christ."
If God did not stir us we would never get
out of our nest. The nest is so nice we,
like young eaglets, do not like to venture
out. But the mother eagle feels it is time
to learn to fly. So she stirs up the nest;
pushes them off the high crag and down
.they go screaming into space. Thus they
develop a power and privilege that they
did not know they possessed.
Some people are so timid and tied up
with carnal fear, that God cannot get anything out of them. Hence He stirs them
to write, to send money, to visit hospitals
and pray with the sick. In this way they
forget their own troubles and as a result
live longer and happier for so doing.
Pressure Often Comes from Satan
He would kill us if God did not intervene. "This woman whom Satan hath
bound, lo, these eighteen years, shall be
loosed." Satan is pleased when preachers
are so tame and insipid that they cannot
counteract sickness and demonology. He
is an "accuser" and will bring up past failures and lost opportunities in order to torment and annoy. On such occasions one
should hold his ground and not cast away
his confidence.
But how shall we know the difference
between God's voice and that of Satan?
Here are a few simple tests: God's voice
is not argumentative;Satan delights in contention and strife. God's impressions are
of a peaceful nature; Satan is restless and
uneasy. God's truth can wait for vindication; Satan hates investigation. God gives
time to pray and take invoice; Satan says
you must decide now. God leads; Satan
drives. God's leadings are quiet and deliberate; Satan is noisy and commanding.
God's light is steady; Satan's light flickers
and blazes. God's witness is calm and con-

Shelhamer

fident; Satan's voice is weird and ecstatic.
In short, you can safely set it down that a
hurry spirit, an unteachable, harsh spirit
is always from beneath and hence of the
Devil.
On the other hand, as Wesley would
say, "There is nothing higher in religion
than Love; you can go no higher than this
until you go to Abraham's bosom. So, if
anyone urges you to seek this or that, if he
means anything but more of that love described in I Corinthians 13, he is leading
you astray and putting you on a wrong
scent."
Pressure May Come from Others
It is possible to send mental waves of
hate or lust for miles, that may cause another to fall. In obedience to a master
mind, (though not a word spoken) one
may sell out and lose his own personality
and become a slave; a slavery worse than
chains and death. We have known people
to suffer and pine away because an unlovely companion brought silent and
crushing pressure. It would have caused
less suffering had the cruel party beaten
the other to death. Well, what can be
done in way of relief? Plead the Blood:
resist the Devil; put your will on the side
of God, and believe Him to strengthen you
where you are too weak and weaken you
where you are too strong. Complete victory may come in a moment, or gradually.
Peter speaks eight times of suffering in the
will of God, then concludes by saying:
"But the God of all Grace, who hath called
us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus,
after that ye have suffered a while, make
you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle
you!"—The Wesley an Methodist.

A Kind Hand Hides the Future
Dr. D. Y. Bagby
Could we but lift tomorrow's veil
And read there all our trouble,
Today's sweet joys would fade away,
And all our sorrows double.
We'll have enough of pain today,
Don't look ahead to borrow,
For God has hung a friendly veil
Between us and tomorrow.
Yes, God has kindly hid from us
Each pain or heavy trial,
And bids us trust to Him alone,
Each joy or self-denial.
"Give us this day our daily bread,"
Then crave not more nw brother:
Be thankful for the loaf you have,
And then He'll give another.
—Lone Oak, Texas

February 9, 1948
Died of Improvements
, The following is told of a patient, a
German woman, who, taken seriously ill,
was sent to the hospital.
In the evening her husband inquired
how she was getting along, and was told
that she was improving.
Next day he called again, and was told
she was still improving.
This went on for some time, each day
the report being that his wife was improving.
- Finally, one night when he called he
was told that his wife was dead. Seeing
the doctor, he went up to him and said:
"Veil, doctor, what did she die of—improvements?"
There is a moral here for some of our
churches. We know of a church that died
of improvements. The first improvement
was to get a "new theology" minister. The
next was to get a highly trained but godless quartet, with one or two opera singers in it. The next was to change the
prayer meeting into a weekly literary debating society. The next was to give up
the pulpit prayers, the minister saying that
God knew far better what the people needed than he could tell him. The church
building is large and beautiful; its location is sightly and convenient, surrounded
by thousands of well-to-do people; the congregation belonged to a large orthodox denomination, and had itself an honored history.
But the church is dead—dead as a door
nail, and that is as dead as anything can
be. Recently the church building was sold
at auction to satisfy a mortgage, and the
few remaining members had disbanded.
Dead—as can be. Now, if some one wants
to put up a tombstone over its grave, we
suggest these words as a truthful and appropriate epitaph. "Died of Improvements."—Selected.

• mmim i

Not As Beating the Air
Seth Joshua, a Welsh evangelist who
died in 1925. once told this story of his
early labors: "When I was pitching the
first tent on the East Moors, Cardiff, on a
Saturday afternoon in the month of April
many years ago, a burly fellow, under the
influence of drink, came to me and said:
T say, guv'nor, are you putting up a boxing booth?' 'Yes,' I replied. 'When is the
first contest?' 'Tomorrow morning at
eleven.' 'Who are going to have first
rounds?' T am one of the parties.' 'Who
is the other?' 'Bellzebub.' 'Terrible name,
but I'll back you, gov'nor.' 'Come here at
eleven tomorrow morning and see what we
can do.' The man came, and he was my
first convert."—From the British
Weekly.
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A Seven-Fold Indictment
Against Unfaithful Leaders
Orrie D.
Jeremiah XXIII
T was to the prophet Jeremiah that the

I Holy Spirit in olden times gave the sol-

emn warnings against those who coveted
and stole the positions as shepherds and
leaders of the people and flock of God. As
then, so today, the office of leading and
commanding human subjects had become a
coveted vocation.
As it was then, so it is today, the greater
the apostasy from the true God, the farther
such leaders come to be from the spirit of
a loving God and from Him Who came
into the world, not to be served, but to
serve. As then, so today, the prophets truly
called of God and truly feeding His flock
at the cost of service and sacrifice, have
become few in number while those who
"feed themselves" and not the flock, even
feeding themselves of the flock, hold the
"majority vote." Against such, the eternal
Word of God is saying: "I have not sent
these prophets, yet they ran; I have not
spoken to them yet they prophesied . . . I
sent them not, nor commanded them." (Vs.
21, 3 2 ) .
I. "Ye have scattered my flock, and driven
them away, and have not visited them."
(V. 3)
Here we have one of the first charges
brought against these false leaders who
were being characterized by the motive of
selfishness and greed while they were supposed to be serving God by serving and
feeding His flock. Removing the focus of
this thought to a New Testament picture,
leaders were becoming "wolves" whose deceitful aim was to destroy and scatter the
flock, instead of continuing to be true
servants of God who because of love would
"spend and be spent" for the welfare of
Christ and His Church. (Cp. Acts 2 0 : 2 9 ) .
How evident in these latter days of
apostasy is the rapid rise of this spirit
and condition! Modern culture and refinement have been rapidly crucifying those
who out of love and sacrifice served our
Protestant and Conservative churches of
the late generations, and now in their stead
we have a worldly trained "clergy" educated mostly to pass by the needy and hungry, as did the "priest" and the "Levite,"
the wounded man by the wayside. (Lu. 10)
Too much, like it was in the days of Jeremiah, our leaders are trained to act and
profess leadership, but like the Pharisees
in Christ's day,—"They say and do not."
(Matt. 23)

Yoder
II. "Both the prophet and priest are profane, yea in my house have I found
their wickedness, saith the Lord."
(v. 1 1 ) .
Here we have a second indictment
against those "hireling" leaders who
brought the outside sinful world into their
calling and into the house of the Lord
until the mixture was impure and corrupt.
Is it not so today? What must God say
today as He beholds leaders profane the
house of the Lord and make it a "den of
thieves," and drag the sacred calling of the
service of the Lord down to the level of an
earthly vocation and occupation!
What
must God think of the many modern
preachers whose life and message is mixed
with worldly culture and athletics, is joined to worldly society and organization and
is taken up with worldly politics and religion!
III. "The prophets . . . they commit adultry and walk in lies." (v. 14)
Here we have those whom the NewTestament writer calls to be "ensamples to
the flock" in the highest standards of holiness and morality, charged with gross immorality and impurity. What would our
Lord say today, if He had His Jeremiah to
expose all the social impurities and religious lies which may be hidden to mankind because of clerical pride or social
dignity! Position does not exempt, but
may make one a victim of awful sin!
IV. "They strengthen also the hands of
evil doers." (v. 14b)
To God's true prophets and shepherds
in both ancient and modern times, was
committed the solemn charge to "utter all
my judgments against them touching all
their wickedness, (Jer. 1:16) and to "reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and doctrine." (II Tim. 4:2)
Here
now God reproves these "would be" leaders for covering up the sins of their parishioners and strengthening the hand of
evil doers.
What would our Lord say today as He
sees the sins of sinning Christians ( ? )
covered up by professed leaders of a Holy
God! What will the Great Judge say to
such, who for financial gain, or social
prestige, or because of family pride and
carnal gratification, strengthen and encourage the ways and wishes of those who indulge in forbidden acts, rather than rebuking sin because of public opinion!
V. "They speak a vision of their own
heart, and not out of the mouth of the
Lord." (v. 16)
Here we have perhaps one of the most
tragic charges that God could ever bring
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against those who purport to be "mouthpieces" or messengers of His Living Word
and eternal truth. When God has vindicated His revelation to be the eternal truth
that shall endure "to all generations," why
should any human messenger want to give
out to dying men the "vision" of his own
bias or imagination?
What a crime against thousands of souls,
yea millions, and against God, when the
false prophets lead their hearers to disbelieve the Word of God given through His
true prophets, and rest their entire hope on
the fraudulent visions devised out of their
heart and wishes. (Cp. Lam. 2:14, 4:13)
But, today as then, false prophets in a
time of unprecedented alarm, are crying
"peace, peace, when there is no peace."
Like Jeremiah and other prophets of the
Lord in his day, preachers who portray the
judgments of God according to His literal
Word, are called extreme, or "calamity
howlers." How solemn the lessons that
history would teach us concerning the
prophets that proclaim God's Word according to their own fancies or dreams.
(Cp. Lam. 2:14)
The last prophet of the Scripture would
tell us that looking to the Living Christ
and hearing what the Holy Spirit would
say to the churches, is the only hope of the
Church. But alas, how many prophets in
all denominations of this last Laodicean
age would boast of our modern "progress,"
of our culture and wealth, and virtually
would tell us that "we have need of nothing" so far as divine life and help is concerned. (Cp. Rev. 2:3)
VI. "But if they had stood in my counsel,
and had caused my people to hear my
words, th&n they should have turned
them from their evil ways and from
the evil of their doings, (v. 2 2 ) .
Is the divine charge here unfair to those
false leaders, to have God say that but for
the unfaithfulness of the leaders, the people would have been turned to the Lord
and from judgment? Is apostasy and its
tragedies to be laid at the feet of unfaithful leaders?
It must be so, or God would not have
said so. Today the whims and wishes of
the laity seem to be the ground of the excuses of leaders for their compromising of
sacred standards of truth. But here God
says that the prophets and those who give
out their false dreams" cause my people to
err by their lies." (Cp. 13, 32)
Perhaps it is not always the case that
leaders are alone responsible for apostasy,
(Cp. II Tim. 4:3) for there are records of
times when the people departed from God
and wanted leaders to suit their fancy.
However, to us as leaders, is the solemn
warning that perhaps in the majority of
cases, unfaithful leaders have been the harbingers of the great apostasies by proclaiming false visions and by seizing the
ecclesiastical reins of church government
and leadership. How many innocent and
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erring sheep like God's flock of old, could
be saved from error and judgment, if only
the leaders would stand in God's counsel
and cause the people to hear His Words!
VII. "For you have perverted the Words
of the Living God, of the Lord of
hosts our God." (v. 36)
Here the prophets are charged with a
crime against God's Word, as old as man
himself, for by the perversion of the Word
of God, Satan accomplished the fall of the
human race. The basis of all true faith,
worship, and service is the Word of God in
its fullness and purity, and when this foundation is destroyed, then error and apostasy set in.
It was the perversion of the Word of
God that ushered in the day of judgment
for the nation of Israel. It was perversion
of the New Testament way of life that ushered in the "dark ages" of church history.
And today, as in the past, faith and obedience are almost entirely being lost in the
shipwreck of doctrine brought about by
the false teachers who bring in damnable
heresies.
Perversion of the Truth of God is yet
brought about by mixing human dreams in
prophecy, and then thus proclaiming it by
modern press and pulpit.
Dear readers, what would God say to us,
and what are His warnings to each of us,
through the messages of Jeremiah to unfaithful leaders?—Bannock, Ohio.

The Tithe Is Practical
Anyone who thinks about it knows that
the paying of the tithe as a sign of stewardship has nothing whatever the matter with
it.
It saves the Christian's self-respect. He
need not apologize either for doubtful
methods or inadequate results.
It conserves the energies of the church
for the church's real business.
It puts a stop to the necessity of the
church becoming a peddler of pies, oysters, ice cream, chicken pie, and notions.
It gives the business men of the place a
new regard for the church as a business
institution.
It collects itself.
It puts a quietus on all display and selfseeking in one's contributions. Nobody can
get puffed up over paying his debts.
It makes the Christian's financial relation to his church a pleasure instead of a
perpetual annoyance, and so does a good
work on his disposition.
It is the one sure way of proving we
are in earnest when we say of God that
He owns all we possess.
It links us with God in a real and definite sharing of His work.
It is the plan our Lord approved.
And every time, everywhere, with rich
churches, poor churches, city churches,
country churches, little churches, big
churches—it works.—Selected.
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Review by the Editor of the Workbook
*

of the Manual for Christian Youth
questions which imply filling in the blanks.
Such as, The first requisite for sustaining
Christian life is
Closely associated
with prayer life is
life.

This workbook was prepared under the
direction of the committee on preparation
of doctrinal literature solely to be used as
an auxiliary to the Manual for Christian
Youth. A number of features about the
book make it ideal for use in connection
with class work.
Among other things that are noted in the
book, these are significant. Provision is
made for recalling the facts, understanding
the terms, and provision is made to discuss
problems that may arise in connection with
the study of any one chapter. Frequent
use of the True and False method of teaching is used throughout the book. Understanding or defining of terms is used quite
frequently throughout the book.
This book will be of no benefit to the
Brethren in Christ Church unless it gets
into circulation and is actively used in congregations throughout the brotherhood as
well as in our four church schools. The
real motive and purpose in the preparation
of the work was to serve congregational
life. Most of us as busy church leaders
have a two-fold task to perform. The task
of making our own living and serving the
church at the same time. To adequately
prepare to teach a class in Brethren in
Christ doctrine and teaching requires a
great deal of time and preparation.

The book itself is so constructed that the
pages which are perforated may easily be
removed from the workbook and inserted
through holes already prepared into a
three-ring notebook. There are the same
.number of worksheets in the book that
there are chapters in the book, Manual for
Christian Youth. This provides that a careful reading, study and discussion of the
Manual for Christian Youth will fit exactly
into the program of the workbook. The
technique of this book corresponds with
the most acceptable approaches of present
day teaching.
These are only a few of the samples
that are given throughout the entire workbook and are designed to make interesting
the study of the Manual for Christian
Youth.
The Indoctrination Committee are taking
seriously their task of getting this workbook before the Brethren in Christ Church.
Let's join hands with the Indoctrination
Committee and secure at least a number
of these copies immediately and have them
distributed among our people as samples
and then organize classes that will begin to
use them regularly.

Lost, Strayed or Stolen
Missing—Last
from church.

Sunday,

some

families

Stolen—Several hours from the Lord's
day, by a number of people of different
ages dressed in their Sunday clothes.
* * * #

The use of this workbook is to do two
things. First, it will help the student to
remember more accurately the contents of
the book they're studying. Second, it's an
Strayed—Half a score of lambs, believinteresting manner to study to fill in the ed to have gone in the direction of "No
blanks, answer the questions, provide a bit Sunday School."
of relaxation and in most cases is much
more interesting than the simple essay anMislaid—A quantity of silver and copswer or writing "Yes" or "No." For an
example of the w7ork look at chapter twen- per coins on the counter of a public house.
* * * *
ty-six of the Manual for Christian Youth
which is titled "Reverence." The workWanted—Several young people. When
sheet developed for this exact chapter con- last seen were walking in pairs up Sabtains ten questions which are to be answer- bath Breakers' Lane which leads to the
ed by "Yes or "No." A sample question City of No Good.
would be, Is reverence necessary for the
* * * *
development of the finer beauties of a perLost—A lad, carefully reared, not long
sonality? Another sample is, How and where from home, and for a time promising. Supdoes reverence begin? Psalms 95:6. Still posed to have gone with one or two older
one more illustration: How did Moses show companions to Prodigal Town, Husk Lane.
reverence for God on one occasion? ExoAny person assisting in the recovery of
dus 3:3, 4. Under chapter twenty-four en- the above shall in no wise lose his reward.
titled "Private Devotions," we have eight
—Selected.
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good fruit. A love for money and pleasure
and luxury will not help us develop the
" graces of the spirit. A light, shallow and
joking vocabulary, which is often accompanied with cheap slang and by-words, is
not an indication of a deep spiritual life.
A love for style and fashion which calls
for so much fixing of the hair and immodest attire surely will produce nothing
but leaves, and in this pleasure loving age
we need to beware lest our love for social
entertainment and so called harmless fun
become a substitute for genuine spiritual
unction and worship.

One More Year
Edward

(7)

OH

Gilmore

The second reason for disappointment
in the fruitage is due to the results of mixNDOUBTEDLY this parable of Jesus refers ing the pollen of plants that are of a conprimarily to the Jewish Nation. They trasting nature. In Deut. 22:9, we read,
were God's chosen fig tree and the plant of "Thou shalt not sow thy vineyard with
his pleasures as spoken of in Isaiah 5:7. divers seeds: lest the fruit of thy seed
God had sent the prophets Elijah and Eli- which thou has sown, and the fruit of thy
sha and Isaiah and Jeremiah, besides many vineyard, be defiled." In verse 10 he says,
others, to work among them that they "Thou shalt not plow with an ox and an
might be a fruitful tree. Finally Jesus ass together." Why not? Because the ox
himself came and for three years laboured is a clean animal and the ass is an unclean
In conclusion, let us hearken to the
to bring them to repentance. But as a na- animal according to the law of Moses. And words of Jesus when he said, in the partion they had no fruit and finally crucified in verse 11 he says, "Thou shalt not wear able under study, let me dig about it this
the Christ. God was about ready to cut a garment of divers sorts, as of wool and another year. He is anxious that we prothem off, but the plea is made for one more linen together." Why not? Because wool duce fruit for His glory. He has a perfect
year of effort to try and bring them to comes from an animal but linen comes right to claim returns from our lives. If
fruitbearing. The apostles preached to from the vegetable kingdom and they are he is finding only leaves, will we not let
them and strove to bring Israel to repent- of contrasting natures.
him work about us and perfect in us the
ance, but as a Nation they continued to
God is here trying to teach us that it is purpose of His righteous will. May we
stone the apostles and Christians and to re- not possible to be successful in fruit bear- heed the warning of Jesus who said, "and
ject the teaching of Jesus. Consequently ing if we live in too close proximity to that if it bear fruit, well; and if not then after
the injunction to "Cut them down" became which is contrary to the Spirit of God. A that thou shalt cut it down."—Ontario Bioperative, and about A. D. 70, Titus at the worldly spirit will hinder us from bearing ble School.
head of the Roman Army destroyed Jerusalem, and the Jews as a People were cut
down and scattered among the Nations of
the world.
Luke 13:6-10

U

But we would like to apply this parable
to the New Testament Church. We are in
a spiritual sense the object of God's special love and care. In Eph. 5, the love of
Christ for the church is compared to the
sacred marriage relationship. Elsewhere
the Holy Spirit is pictured as working and
digging about us with the hope that we
will be fruitful and reproduce the life of
Christ in this world. The parable clearly
infers that Jesus expects fruit from his
children and is sadly disappointed when
none is forthcoming.
There are two' outstanding reasons given
in the scriptures why sometimes there is
no fruit. In Matt. 21:19, we read of Jesus
coming to a fig tree and finding nothing
there "but leaves only." This reminds us of
II Timothy 3:5 where reference is made to
a form of Godliness without prayer. Leaves
in the scripture remind us of our Christian
profession. Without fruit we are at another
time compared to the foolish Virgins who
had lamps but no oil. Of course a living
tree will produce leaves and Jesus does
not denounce the fig tree because it had
leaves, but because there were leaves only.
We have known of apple trees producing
a beautiful foliage of leaves year after
year, but very few, if any, apples were ever
picked from the trees. When this occurs
in-the life of a believer, it is indeed tragic
and cause for deep concern, because Jesus
said that presently the fig tree withered
away. It is noteworthy that the fig tree
that produced no figs soon lost its leaves
also.

How Late Do You Sleep?
R. G. Lee, D. D.

Abraham rose early to stand before the
Lord (Gen. 19:27).

The Son of God rose early to go to a
solitary place to pray (Mark 1:35).

Jacob rose early to worship the Lord
(Gen. 2 8 : 1 8 ) .

Jesus rose early to go to the temple to
teach (John 8 : 2 ) .

Moses rose early to give God's message
to Pharaoh (Ex. 8 : 2 0 ) .
Moses rose early to build an altar to
God (Ex. 2 4 : 4 ) .
Moses rose early to meet God at Sinai
(Ex. 3 4 : 4 ) .

The people rose early to go to hear Him
(Luke 2 1 : 3 8 ) .
The women rose early to go to the sepulchre (Mark 16:2).
As an old writer puts it:

Joshua rose early to lead Israel over
Jordan (Josh. 3 : 1 ) .

The morning is the gate of the day and
should be well guarded with prayer.

Joshua rose early to capture
(Josh. 6:12).

Jericho

The morning is one end of the thread on
which the day's actions are strung, and
should be well knotted with devotion.

Joshua rose early to take Ai (Josh. 8 :
10).

If we felt more the majesty of life, we
should be more careful of its mornings.

Gideon rose early to examine the fleece
(Judg. 6 : 3 8 ) .

He who rushes from his bed to his business, and waiteth not to worship in prayer,
is as foolish as though he had not put on
his clothes, or washed his face, and as unwise as though he dashed into battle without arms or armor.

Hannah and Elkanah rose early to worship God (I Sam. 1:9).
Samuel rose early to meet Saul (I Sam.
15:12).
David rose early to do as his father bade
him (I Sam. 17:20).
Israel rose early and found their enemies dead (II Kings 19:35).
Job rose early to offer sacrifices for his
children (Job 1:5).

Be it ours to bathe in the softly-flowing
river of communion with God before the
heat of the wilderness and the burden of
the day begin to oppress.
How better can we do this than by rising early, being on time at God's house for
the study of His Word and for worship—
The Christian
(London).
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Florence Hensel.
Macha Mission. Choma, N. Rhodesia, South
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Anna Eyster and Sr. Rhoda Lenhert.

India
General Superintendent: Bishop A. D. M. Dick
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Resenberger.
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Sr. Anna R. Engle, Mt. Joy, Pa.
Sr. F. Mabel Frey, 256 F. St., Upland, Calif.
Eld. & Mrs. J. Elwood Hershey, R. R. 3,
Troy, Ohio.
Sr. B. Ella Gayman, 2001 Paxton St., Harrisburg, Pa.
Eld. & Sr. W. O. Winger, Grantham, Pa.
Eld. and Mrs. Allen Buckwalter, 338 N. 6th
Ave., Upland, Calif.
Sr. Mary Brenaman, Pleasant Hill, Ohio.
Elder & Mrs. J. Paul George, R. 1, Troy,
Ohio, %Harold Rohrer.
Sr. Edna E. Lehman, R. R. 3, York, Pa.,
c.o. O. D. Lehman.
HOME MISSIONS
City Missions
Altoona Mission, 613 Fourth Ave., Altoona,
Penna. (Residence—1009 Rose Hill Drive)
Herman G. and Laura Miller.
Buffalo Mission, 25 Hawley Street, Buffalo 13,
N. Y., Phone GRant 7706, Arthur and Wilma
Musser: Anna Henry.

Rural Missions
Canoe Creek Mission, Hollidaysburg, Penna.
Hayden Walls, Pastor; Beulah Lehman,
Florence Faus.
Bloomfield, New Mexico, c.o. Blanco, Trading
Post, Lynn and Elinor Nicholson; Rosa
Eyster.
Houghton Mission, Tillsonburg, Ont, Phone—
Glenmeyer 22R14, Myrtle and Ruth Steckley,
Luella Heise.
Kentucky—Harold Wolgemuth, Supt.
Pairview (Ella, Ky.) Esther Ebersole; Esther Greenawalt.
Knifley (Knifley, Ky.) Irvin and Dorothy
Kanode: Mary Heisey, Nurse.
Garlin (Garlin, Ky.) Harold and Alice
Wolgemuth; Ida Lou Hane; Elizabeth
Hess, Nurse.
North Star Mission, Meath Park Station, Saskatchewan, Earl and Ellen Brechbill.
Carroll and Pulaski County, Allisonia, Virginia
Paul Wolgemuth, Supt., Ruth Wolgemuth;
Edith Davidson.

RADIO BROADCASTS
C.K.P.C., Brantford, Ontario
1380 Kcs.
"Brethren in Christ Hour"
Each Sunday 2:00—2:30 P. M.
W.M.P.C., Lapeer, Mich. 1260 Kcs.
First Thursday of every month
11:30 A. M.-12:30 P.
Every Tuesday—transcription
3:30 P. M.-3:45 P.
K.O.C.S., Ontario. Calif. 1510 Kcs.
"Morning Melodies"
Each Sunday
10:00 A. M.-10:15 A.
W.C.H.A., Chambersburg, Pa.
800 Kcs.
"The Gospel Tide Hour"
Each Sunday
7:30—8:00 A.
W.C.H.A., Chambersburg, Pa.
800 Kcs.
"Gospel Words and Music"
Each Saturday 12:35—1:00 P. M.
W.N.A.R., Norristown, Pa.
1110 Kcs.
"Gospel Words and Music"
Each Sunday 2:30—3:00 P. M.

M.
M.
M.
M.

EVANGELISTIC SLATE
Altoona Mission, P a
Feb. 8
Evangelist, Eld. Isaac S. kanode
Mt. Pleasant
March 7-21
Evangelist, Bishop C. N. Hostetter, Jr.
Highland, Ohio
Feb. 1-15
Eld. Henry A. Ginder, Evangelist
Stratford, Ontario, Mennonite Church
Feb 1
Eld. Marshall Winger, Evangelist
Elizabethtown, Pa
Feb. 22
Evangelist, Eld. John Rosenberry

J
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Union Grove, Nappanee, Ind
Feb. 22-Mar. 7
Evangelist, Bishop Henry Schneider
Iron Springs, Pa
March 7-21
Evangelist, Bishop J. Lester Myers
Christian Union, Garrett, Ind
Feb. 8-22
Evangelist, Eld. Donald Heer
Clear Creek, Pa
Feb. 15
Eld. Marshall Winger, Evangelist
Cheapside, Ontario
Feb. 29-Mar. 15
Eld. Henry A. Ginder, Evangelist
Madison Chapel, Wakarusa, Indiana
Feb. 1-Feb. 15
Evangelist, Eld. John Rosenberry

Births
MORNINGSTAR—A daughter, Mary Anna,
was born to Bro. and Sr. Ross Morningstar,
Dec. 27, 1947.
HEBSHSY—A daughter, Fonda Mae, was
born to Clayton and Mattie Hershey, Troy,
Ohio, Jan. 6.
ENGLE—November 11, 1947, a baby boy,
Stanley Keith, came to bless the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Donald D. Engle, Mount Joy, R. D. 1,
Pennsylvania.
MILLER—Bro. and Sr. Daniel Miller, East
Canton, Ohio, anounce the birth of a daughter,
Sarah Jane, on Nov. 14, 1947.
SLABAUGH—On Nov. 14, 1947 a son, Richard Dee, was born to Bro. and Sr. Monroe Slabaugh, Alliance, Ohio.
PAYNE—A son, Philip David, was born December 17, 1947, in City Hospital to Eld. and
Mrs. James Payne, Springfield, Ohio.
McGAILICHEB—A son, Jay Merle was
born to Bro. and Sr. Raymond McGallicher of
near Manheim, Pa. on Jan. 14.
BRUMBAUGH—A daughter, Joyce Ruth,
was born on Jan. 22, to Bro. and Sr. Paul
Brumbaugh of Englewood, Ohio.
'
MYERS—Bro. and Sr. Dyle K. Myers announce the birth of a daughter, Danna Fay,
on Dec. 16, 1947, at the Waynesboro Hospital.
LEHMAN—Mr. and Mrs. Joseph D. Lehman,
Jr., York, Pa. R. R. 7, announce the birth of
a daughter, Lucille Ann, on Jan. 19. Mrs. Lehman was the former Faye Asper of Mechanicsburg, Pa.

EVANGELICAL

VISITOR

FOREIGN MISSIONS J U B I L E E
A N N I V E R S A R Y BROCHURE
To I n t e r e s t e d F r i e n d s ,
Following upon a n earlier a n n o u n c e m e n t
t h a t we a r e p r e p a r i n g a brochure in connection with t h e 50th A n n i v e r s a r y of t h e
founding of t h e Church's foreign m i s s i o n a r y
work a t Matopo Mission, South Rhodesia,
Africa, we a r e now able to give this additional i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e project.
T h e descriptive n a r r a t i v e of a p p r o x i m a t e ly 5000 words h a s been w r i t t e n a n d is r e a d y
for t h e p r i n t e r . This n a r r a t i v e will give, in
brief, t h e s t o r y from t h e opening of t h e
work down t h r o u g h t h e y e a r s until t h e p r e s e n t t i m e . A l a r g e n u m b e r of p i c t u r e s ill u s t r a t i n g t h e w o r k will be included in t h e
p a m p h l e t . A m o n g t h e pictures chosen will
be some showing t h e work in t h e early d a y s
a n d o t h e r s of m o r e recent d a t e . W e hope
to show in t h i s w a y s o m e t h i n g of w h a t God
h a s done in Rhodesia t h r o u g h t h e efforts of
His s e r v a n t s .
I t is hoped t h a t t h e publication will be
r e a d y by t h e A n n i v e r s a r y d a t e . A n u m b e r
of copies of t h e booklet have a l r e a d y been
ordered, b u t feeling t h a t t h e r e m a y be still
others i n t e r e s t e d in securing a copy of t h i s
i n f o r m a t i v e p a m p h l e t , we call a t t e n t i o n to
t h e f a c t t h a t copies m a y be ordered from
Miss M a r y H . B r e n a m a n , P l e a s a n t Hill,
Ohio. The cost of t h e project is being m e t
by v o l u n t a r y contributions. F o r t h e guidance of a n y who m a y wish t o c o n t r i b u t e it
is e s t i m a t e d t h a t t h e publication costs will
be a p p r o x i m a t e l y fifty cents (.50) p e r copy.
Your contributions m a y be sent w i t h y o u r
o r d e r to Miss M a r y H. B r e n a m a n a t t h e
a d d r e s s given above. Should a n y i n t e r e s t e d
friend desire a copy of t h e brochure b u t
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Weddings

GRANTHAM BIBLE C O N F E R E N C E

WENGERD-PATH—On Thursday evening,
Jan. 22, Sister Grace Fath, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Allen Fath, R. R. 2, Massillon, Ohio,
became the bride of Bro. Robert Lowell Wengerd, son of Rev. and Mrs. Alva Wengerd also
R. R. 2, Massillon. The wedding took place
in the Christian Fellowship Mission, Massillon.
Rev. E. H. Hosteller, pastor of the Mission,
officiated.
Bro. and Sister Fath have given themselves
to the Home Mission Board as workers. On
Saturday morning, Jan. 24, they left for the
Kentucky Mission field where the Board has
placed them temporarily. They will relieve
two of the Sister workers now there, enabling
them to attend the six-week Bible Course at
Messiah Bible College.

T h e 39th A n n u a l Bible Conference will
convene a t Messiah Bible College, G r a n t h a m , Pa., F e b 19-22, 1948. E v e r y o n e is
invited to attend. If you a r e unable to be
w i t h us will you e a r n e s t l y p r a y for t h e
s p e a k e r s t h a t t h e Word will fall on fertile
soil; t h a t believers will be s t r e n g t h e n e d ;
and t h a t sinners will be saved.
Our w i n t e r revival will begin F e b . 19 a n d
continue for two weeks. Bishop Charlie
B y e r s will be t h e evangelist. W e covet y o u r
intercession in p r a y e r for our s t u d e n t s a n d
community.

BRECHBILL-BOOK—On Dec. 30, 1947, at
6:00 p. m., Miss Sadie Book of Ramona, Kansas, and Abram Brechbill, Abilene, Kansas,
were united in marriage at the home of Mr.
and Mrs. M. M. Book.
Mr. and Mrs. Brechbill are living in their
home in Abilene.
TOBE-LYONS—On Tuesday evening, Nov.
11, 1947, Eld. Frank E. "Vore, Leonard, Michigan, and Sr. Mary M. Lyons, Wheeler, Michigan, were united in marriage in the Bethel
Brethren in Christ Church at Merrill, Michigan.
Eld. G. G. Lyons, brother of the bride, officiated.
WHITEHEAD-VANDEVEER—The marriage
of Miss Verda Vandeveer, daughter of Mr.
John Vandeveer, Milford, Ind., to Bro. Paul
W-hitehead, New Paris, Ind., was solemnized
by their pastor, Bishop Carl G Stump, at the
home of the bride, Dec. 21, 1947 a t 2:15 P. M.
YODER-PHILLIPS—Miss Kathryn Phillips,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Howard Phillips,
Nappanee, Ind., became the bride of Mr. D'lbert Toder, Nappanee, Ind., on Jan. 10, at 8:00
P. M. at the home of the pastor and officiating
minister, Bishop Carl G. Stump.

Obituaries
DERFLINGER—Sr. Alice Derflinger passed
away at the Messiah Home, Harrisburg on the
evening of November 11, 1947. Sr. Derflinger,
whose age was 87, was born on December 29,
1859 in Pittsburgh, Pa. For most of her life
she lived in Chambersburg. This was her place
of residence until she entered the Messiah
Home as a guest four months previous to her
death. Her husband, Henry Derflinger preceded her in death by about 21 years.
For many years Sr. Derflinger lived close to
the Chambersburg Church and rarely missed
a service. She taught a Sunday School class
in her younger years and left with us a testimony of faith and hope in her declining years.
She is survived by two daughters: Mrs.
Annie V. Nye, Waynesboro, Pa. and Mrs. S.
Blaine Bear, Chambersburg, Pa ; a son Harry
of Rock Island, 111. Seven grandchildren, sixteen great grandchildren, and three great
great-grandchildren
also survive.
Funeral
servives were conducted by Bishop Charlie B.
Byers. Interment in Norland Cemetery.
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POSTPONEMENT
Word h a s a r r i v e d t h a t t h e sailing date
f e r B r o t h e r and Sister Dick and P r e m N a t h
w a s postponed until F e b r u a r y 10, so t h a t
t h e y did not sail on J a n u a r y 28 as announced. This l a t e r d a t e m a y also be c h a n g e d
one w a y or t h e other. Bad w e a t h e r a n d
o t h e r circumstances caused t h e postponement.

INDIA JEEP
The response to t h i s need h a s been m o s t
g r a t i f y i n g , if not w i d e s p r e a d ; and w e t h a n k
all who h a v e so f a r s h a r e d in helping s u p ply this jeep for t h e B a r j o r a Mission S t a tion.
.However, m o r e funds will be needed to
ship t h i s j e e p t o India a n d to p a y t h e c u s t o m s on it t h e r e . A n o p p o r t u n i t y to purchase a jeep a t wholesale price w a s offered,
and w h e n a good b r o t h e r kindly advanced a
loan of $350.00 to m a k e possible t h e p u r chase, t h e j e e p w a s bought.
A n y who desire to s h a r e in t h i s opport u n i t y to help reduce t h e difficulties a t t e n d i n g living in a mission s t a t i o n m a n y miles
from a n y railroad, m a y please send t h e i r
contribution to Bro. Samuel R. Keefer,
G r a n t h a m , Pa., who is t r e a s u r e r of t h e J e e p
F u n d sponsored by a g r o u p t h e r e .
Gratefully,
A. D M. Dick
P a s t o r Says T h a n k You
Rev. J o s . A. Vander Veer wishes to t h a n k
t h e m a n y friends t h a t sent g e t well cards
and l e t t e r s of comfort a n d cheer while he
w a s in t h e B a y City, Mich., Mercy H o s p i t a l .
A n operation w a s p e r f o r m e d Dec. 25, and
w e feel it w a s only t h e p r a y e r of God's child r e n t h a t b r o u g h t him t h r o u g h . H e is a t
h o m e again. M a y God's r i c h e s t blessing r e s t
on you all.
MUMMA—Sr. Elida C. Mumma, 83, widow
of Rev. Jonas N. Mumma, 114 West Donegal
Street, Mt. Joy, died at her home, January 8,
after an illness of five weeks. She was the
daughter of the late Amos H. and artin Creider
Engle.
Sr. Mumma was converted a t the age of
twenty-nine and was a faithful member of
the Brethren-in-Christ Church until her death.
Her husband was a minister in the Cross
Roads Brethren-in-Christ Church and preceded
her in death forty-two years ago.
She is survived by two sons and five daught e r s : Engle D., Columbia; Arthur E., Mount
Joy; Mrs. Martha Mowrer, Harrisburg; Rhoda,
wife of John E. Brubaker, Manheim R. 2; Ruth,
wife of Myer Jacobs, Lancaster; Anna R. at
home; Hettie, wife of Levi Snyder, Mount
Joy R. 2. Also surviving are nineteen grandchildren and sixteen great-grandchildren and
one brother, Harry, Mount Joy.
Funeral services, held at the Nissley Funeral Home, Mount Joy, and Cross Roads
Church, were in charge of Bishop I. W. Musser, and Rev. H a r r y L. Brubaker. The text
used was Rev. 14:13. Interment was in the
adjoining cemetery.
HOPPMAN—Mrs. Mary B. Hoffman, daughter of the late Samuel and Rebecca Bender
Haldeman was born March 19, 1857 and passed
away December 9, 1947, aged ninety years,
eight months and twenty days. Her entire lifetime was spent in the Maytown Community.
She was preceded in death by her husband,
the late Aaron L Hoffman and by a daughter
Mrs. Sadie H. Martin. Surviving are three
children, Lottie, wife of Abram H. Engle, R.
D. Marietta, Pa.; Mrs. Mary H. Engle, at home:
and John H. Hoffman, Maytown, Pa.: also 14
grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren, and
two sisters, Mrs. Fannie Fair, Elizabethtown,
Pa., and Mrs. Emma Peiffer, Florin, Pa.
She was converted at an early age and united with the Brethren in Christ Church. Her
record of approximately seventy years in the
Lord's service is a remarkable one. Grandma,
as she was affectionately known by so many,
was regularly found in her place in the house
of worship, and for almost thirty years served
with her husband in the office of deacon.
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Her interest in the welfare of her family,
her loyalty to the Church and her devotion to
duty have been a challenge to those who knew
her. Evidence of her godly influence may be
seen in the fact that all her children and
grandchildren are with the Church.
The Apostle Paul wrote, "For me to live is
Christ and to die is gain." Truly our loss is
her gain.

E V A N G E L I C A L

V I S I T O R

With the Church
In The Homeland

Messiah Orphanage, Florin, Pa.
Deut. 5-11. "For the poor shall never cease
out of the land: therefore I command thee
saying, thou shalt open thine hand wide
unto thy brother, to thy poor, and to thy
needy in thy land." This command was
given by God to Moses back at the giving
of the law, and how very wonderful it is to
see the Brethren in Christ Church fulfilling
this command to the letter.
For if you could have seen all the wonderful gifts of fruit, vegetables, meat,
clothing and cash donations given during
the year of 1947 you would be convinced of
the interpretation of the above scripture.
There are no monotonous days at the Messiah Orphanage, each one is different, new
experiences, new problems, new blessings
and new duties to perform each day. The
largest amount of children we have had
G I N G R I C H — Lydia Hallman Gingrich,
daughter of the late Rev. and Mrs. Wendell during the year was twenty-three. These
Hallman, was born near New Dundee, Ontario, busy little links made the work very inJan. 14, 1867, and departed this life at her teresting and fascinating for the workers.
home near Yale, Mich., Dec. 15, 1947, at the
God has supplied us with help during the
age of 80 years, 11 months and one day.
She came to this vicinity at the age of 18 year at times when we could scarcely see
years. On March 6, 1888 she was united in ahead; he always opened the way and sent
marriage to Emanuel Gingrich who preceded in new recruits. At present we are being
her in death in 1940. To this union were born fortified by Sr. Frances Wolf from the
seven children of which five survive—Mrs.
Sylvia Witmer, Brown City; Mrs. Anson Wit- Rapho District who is helping us out for; a
mer, Tale; Mrs. Rosetta Miller, Flint; Wilford, short time, so the present workers can take
Yale; and Hubert, Pontiac. She is also survived by eleven grandchildren and six great a much deserved rest. Fifteen children are
grand children; one sister, Mrs. Maranda Mar- attending public school and six small chiltin, Yale; and other relatives and a host of dren at home.
friends.
During the summer we rendered proShe was converted at an early age and lived
a faithful Christian life as a member of the grams at Hummelstown, Refton and also
Brethren in Christ Church. She was a de- our Annual Meeting at Cross Roads. The
voted wife and mother and loved by all who entire family were invited out into homes
knew her and will be missed by her family three times during the year.
and friends.
Our Thanksgiving dinner was supplied by
Funeral services were held from the United
Missionary Church, Yale, where she attended a dear Bro. and Sr. w h o s e interest
since there was no Brethren in Christ Church and love are manifested in this way each
in this community. Officiating were the Revs. year. God bless them for their fine spirit
J. S. Wood, R. D. Dean and E. Gingrich. Text
Psa. 16:6. Burial was in Elmwood Cemetery, of helpfulness. The Elizabethtown Sunday
Yale.
School gave the Christmas dinner as they
Rest for the toiling hand
have done for twenty-three years. The
Rest for the anxious brow.
Pleasant Valley Sunday School of Perry
Rest for the weary wayworn feet
County gave a large donation of Turkey,
Rest from all labor now.
ducks and chickens, besides fruit and vegetables. Shenks Sunday School entertained
the Orphanage to a Bus Ride and finally
ended up with a delicious lunch served in
Burn O n , O Holy Fire
our dining rooms. A Sunday School class
from the Fairland Church visited our family
the Sunday before Christmas and gave each
Ira J. Hoover
child and worker a beautiful and useful gift
plus a luscious lunch. Individual gifts—a
0 God of missions speak to me
large dressed turkey and cash to get things
Open dim eyes that I may see
special for the Home—were given by individuals.
Vast millions yet unknown to God,
Our local merchants, Needle Guilds,
Their poor lost souls by sin downtrod.
American Legion and Florin Hall Association have all contributed generously to the
The Heathen loom before my eyes,
needs and happiness of the Orphanage famI hear their sin-benighted cries;
iiy.
We do not want to fail to mention a
While here in ease and comfort I sit,
group of Young people from the HummelsCan I do this and keep my lamp lit?
town Church, who made it possible for four
of our oldest girls to attend Young People's
Conference at Grantham.
No! I must, go where Thou dost lead,
Mother Herr did mending for, the OrphanFor this Thou died, I too will bleed.
age during the year. Also Sr. Martha MelThou art my rock and my right hand,
horn mended for us during the latter part
I'll teach Thee to a heathen land.
of the year. Our local Sisters came in different times to help with the heavy canning
during the Summer. Musser Bros,' Poultry
Burn on, 0 holy fire,
farm kept us supplied with eggs throughThat sets my heart aglow;
out the year.
These, and all the other gifts, prayers and
In this great work I'll never tire,
visits the Church has responded to have
Nor let my light, burn low.
been a contribution and blessing to the work
—Kalona, Iowa
of the Messiah Orphanage family.
BUMCK—Webster Burtch, born Nov. 21,
1870, died Jan. 11, age 77 years, 1 month, 20
days, leaves to mourn his wife, Mary Jane
Burtch; one daughter, Dora, wife of Clifford
Ebersole, Stevensville; one grand son, Donald
Ebersole; also many Christian friends and
neighbors.
Bro. Burtch was converted in the year 1904,
and he and wife and son united with the
Brethren in Christ Church at Wainfleet. His
son Prank met death by drowning at the age
of 15 years., while bathing. His first wife,
Martha, died a few years ago at Wainfleet.
On Dec. 22, 1945 he was united in marriage
to Mary Jane Winger of Stevensville, Ont.,
who nobly cared for him during his sickness
and death caused by cancer.
Funeral services were held on Jan. 14, from
the home and at the Wainfleet church, conducted by Bishop L. Shoalts, assisted by Eld.
Romie Sider of Cheapside. Text II Kings 20:1.
Burial in Zions Cemetery.
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God bless each heart and hand that helped in any way to encourage the work of our
Institution. There is a warm welcome to all
to come in and pay us a visit any time you
are in our vicinity.
We continue to teach the Word of Life to
these Dear Hearts and the Spirit is working
among us. Three of the boys were baptized
and united with the church. These little
minds are grasping the truth as is noted in
our worship periods. One of our little girls
said one time. "I love everybody scepts not
the devil."
We will appreciate your continued interest and prayers.
Mt. Carmel Home, Coleta, Illinois
Be strong and work; fori I am with you,
saith the Lord of hosts. Haggai 2:4.
This is the promise that we pulled out of
the promise box one day when it looked as
though we would never see our way through
all the work that was piled up before us.
Sometimes here at Mt. Carmel Home we
almost groan under the load and other times
we are so happy and enjoy everything so
much.
I know that some of you dear friends do
not know very much about our orphanage.
Some say they have never heard of it. This
is a field that is ripe to harvest. Several of
the children have told us that they never
heard of Jesus before they came here and
we told them about Him. What a thrill it
gives our hearts to hear them ask to have
the old old story told to them. How they
do drink in every word. How thrilled they
are after they have been told several Bible
stories to go to children's hour every Sunday evening and be able to answer a few
questions.
At present we have seventeeen children
under our care and are expecting more to
come. All the workers are eager for the opportunity to teach more children about our
blessed Savior and how he can transform
our lives.
We want to thank all friends at this time
for the lovely things that they gave us and
the children over the holiday season. There
were so many Sunday School classes, clubs,
and groups that sent things in that we are
afraid that some one may have been missed
with personal notes but we did not mean
to miss any one. If you are among the ones
that did not receive a personal note from
us please forgive us for this oversight. We
are so happy and thankful to everyone. We
did have a wonderful Christmas and the
children got so many lovely things. They
were somewhat disappointed because they
did not have duck or goose to eat. We felt
that since we have quite a large flock of
chickens that we would use chickens instead
of other fowl. The home just had a new
furnace installed and bought a new tractor,
which was very much needed on the farm
here, and we tried to keep food costs down
as much as possible. We still do not have
the furnace or the tractor completely out
of debt.
The Lord has been so mindful of us and
friends have been sending us foodstuffs and
clothing. This is much appreciated at a
place like this. Thank you for the donations that you have sent.
You will find more detailed accounts of
the joys and pleasures of this place in our
little paper that we publish every two
months. If you are interested in our paper
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write to the Mt. Carmel home here and we
will tell you about the subscription rates.
May God bless all our dear friends and
keep praying for us at this place.
We also had quite a few requests for
prayer in homes, in all there were 51 homes
visited with prayer and 29 calls without
prayer, on request one handkerchief was
anointed and sent to a sick lady who is in
bed with heart trouble.
Food donations: Bro. and Sr. Oakes gave
eggs and milk every week.
Elizabeth Schradly, Matron
Winter Comes in Northwest Canada
Like the months before, we have experienced an unusual autumn. The weather
was mild and farmers were plowing up to
the first of November. Then it froze quickly
and a little snow fell, but up to the present
time there has been little wind and outside
of the side roads, we are using the car to
get around to our appointments and to
town. With the assistance of Mr. Logan,
his team, and the help of Mr. Hislop, we
have been keeping the road from the mission to the Paddockwood road cleared of
drifts and deep snow. We use four horses
and a heavy road grader for the purpose.
If the Paddockwood road is allowed to drift
shut, we will then be forced to the team too,
and we hope that will not happen for a
while yet.
With all the nice weather, it seemed too
bad that the night of the program at the
church had to fall on the worst night, so
far, of' the year. In spite of the drifts,
wind and falling snow, there were between
forty and fifty present, coming in open
sleds with even little children. In returning
home from the Pine Valley district that
night, the writer found himself shoveling a
considerable amount of snow along an open
field but he got home safely at two o'clock
in the morning. He had taken some folk
home with the car after the program.
In response to a letter received from a
young lady who had been reclaimed over
a year ago, Sr. Brechbill and myself went
one Friday to a lumber camp between Montreal Lake and Lac la Ronge, over one
hundred miles north of the mission. We
drove through some beautiful country, including the nationally famed Prince Albert
National Park and then leaving the road
north of the lake, we drove for several
miles, mostly in low gear, through groves
of spruce and pine, across hummucks and
over muskeg bogs to where the camp was
located. This young wife and mother is
looking forward to dedicating her child to
the Lord publicly, and uniting with us in
Church fellowship. We hope her husband,
a backslider will be able to join her in this
step. When we were about to leave, she
said, "I am so glad you came; it makes you
feel like you're wanted." There was still
a cow to milk and the horses to care for
when we returned near two o'clock in the
morning. These people had planned to have
dedicated their child in October, along with
Bro. and Sr. Moore, but on the date set
they were prevented from coming by muddy roads. Moore's baby was dedicated as
planned. We pray that God will bless them
in the bringing up of their family.
The Brechbills
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1947 IN KENTUCKY
So soon 1947 has slipped away. The year
of 1948 faces us with new challenges. The
Lord has been with us in the past year and
He has promised to guide us throughout the
New Year.
In 1947—The Kentucky Staff of workers
have enjoyed good health with the exception
of Sister Wolgemuth. Now, however, she
is much improved and is resuming her responsibilities in the home and in the Church.
In 1947—Eight different communities were
blessed with evangelistic services. With
Spring and Fall revivals at two of these
points there was a total of ten revival
meetings from General Conference to the
middle of November. The evangelists who
served in this great effort for souls are
Henry Ginder, Pa., Donald Heer, Ind., William Lewis, Calif., John Minter, Pa. and Raymond Paulus from Ohio. With few exceptions large crowds attended and as a result
three baptismal services. One was taken
into church fellowship and there are a few
more who are wearing the prayer veiling
who will be taken into church fellowship
at a later date.
Also as a result of these services, and
answered prayer, some of our young people
are taking a more active part in Christian
work and the church.
In 1947—The Spout Springs Church was
dedicated. It has been decided to hold the
annual Fellowship Meeting at this place in
the Spring.
In 1947—Another Church Building at
Millerfields is taking shape. This is not too
near completed yet but we are still trusting
the Lord that we may see it completed by
April. With the high cost of material we
are trusting the Lord for all needs to be
supplied and a financial report be published
in the Visitor at its completion. We did
appreciate all the contributions thus far,
making the task much lighter for us here.
In 1947—A young Doctor's services has
been secured for the Clinic work at Knifley.
We rejoice with the Knifley folks that this
has been made possible. At both places,
Garlin and Knifley, the communities respond for the support of this work. (See
nurses reports.)
In 1947—(December) Messiah Bible College Team rendered three services, or programs, in the County; Gospel Hall, Beulah
Chapel and at Lindsey Wilson College. Lindsey Wilson College is at Columbia, the
County seat, and three miles from Garlin.
This group was a good representation of
our Christian College and left a very good
effect upon our people and church here.
Plans have been completed for Ida Lue
Hane and Esther Ebersole to attend Winter
Term at M.B.C. Especially Esther Ebersole had been looking forward to this for
some time. May the Lord bless them there
and help us pray as we move forward in
the Lord's work here in Kentucky.

(11)

43

Campbellsville and has already established
a large flourishing practice is now attending
our Knifley Clinic every Tuesday afternoon
"from one to three. This enlarges our opportunity for service and the community is
responding enthusiastically. Services rendered from the Clinic during the past six
months total 162 clinic calls, 77 home calls,
5 hospital days and 3 maternity cases.
We are most thankful for an offering received for our work from the Philadelphia
Mission Sunday School. A girl's class from
the Mt. Pleasant Sunday School and a group
from Elizabethtown College, Elizabethtown,
Pa. sent in some much appreciated supplies.
To these, our many friends, we say tnank
you and may God richly bless you for your
giving.
^ It is our sole purpose to be faithful to
the tasks, great or small, as they come to
us in this corner of the Master's vineyard.
Pray for us that our witness may be effective.
Mary E. Heisey, R. N.
Garlin Nursing Report
"Bear ye one anothers burdens and so
fulfill the law of Christ." By endeavoring
to give assistance in time of sickness is one
method to serve that the Lord has intrusted
to me. It is also a precious privilege to be
able to bring each one to the Heavenly
Father through prayer for physical restoration, spiritual encouragement, salvation or
whatever the need may be.
A total of about 72 visits and 90 nursing
calls were made in the last six months.
Help was given to ten maternity cases. A
local doctor requested assistance in several
cases which were not in the immediate
community in which we work. Seven nights
of duty were spent at the St, Joseph Hospital in Louisville. A course of intramuscular injections was given to one. Six individuals received
care at the Glasgow Hospital. W e a r e especially grateful for the
help of the Lord through Sr. Wolgemuth's
operation and illness and for her speedy
recovery. I treated two patients with penicillin. Several trips were made with patients to Glasgow.
The Garlin ford has been a great help to
make many of these contacts. We appreciate the financial support from nursing
calls which keeps it in operation and repair.
Elizabeth Hess, R. N.

Knifley, Ky.
With the use of the Public Address System the pastor and wife gave three Christmas Programs in the Public Schools. The
kindness of each teacher and student was
deeply appreciated. Also in trying to revive
the true Christmas spirit three programs
were given at Evangel Chapel, Gospel Hall,
and at Spouts Springs. These services were
well attended.
Jan. 11, the first Young People's Meeting
was held at Gospel Hall. The fine spirit
manifested among the young and old gives
us much encouragement to continue one a
—Harold M. Wolgemuth
month.
We are also looking forward to having
Knifley Clinic Report
the children of Knifley gather at the church
"The Lord hath done great things for us for a Bible Study one afternoon a week. Our
whereof we are glad." That is the way we first group plans to meet Friday at the Misfeel about the answer to our prayers for a sion Home. Help us pray as we teach this
enthusiastic, energetic group of young peodoctor. On November 26 was held the ple
who so . eagerly look forward to these
first Clinic for more than a year with a services.
doctor in attendance, although during that
We would like for each reader to espetime the work was under the jurisdiction of cially
remember one of our dear Sisters in
a doctor some fifty miles away. Dr. Shepherd who recently set up an office in nearby
(Continued on page fifteen)
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Worship in the Sunday School
Mrs. Milford

Sholund
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their offerings. The worship service ended
with earnest prayer that the Lord's blessing might be upon their love gifts for him.
In order to lessen distractions, chairs
had been placed just inside the door for
anyone who had arrived after 9:45. A
teacher was at the door to greet late-comers
and to ask that they take these temporary
seats until the close of the worship service,
when they joined the group.
About ten minutes of the sixty-minute
period had been spent in this welL conducted worship service.

ship." The children stood and with radiant faces sang, " 0 come and let us worship, 0 come and let us worship, 0 come
and let us worship Christ the Lord."
"How many are glad to come to Bible
School t o d a y ? " asked the leader. Hands
God.
went up as they answered, "I was glad
The department teachers and superin- when they said unto me, 'Let us go into
tendent arrived at 9:15 o'clock, one-half the house of the Lord.' "
hour early. They had a period of prayer,
Then they sang, "This is God's House."
We can briefly classify the Bible School
quieting their hearts before the Lord and (Songs for Children.) The girl previously
invoking His blessing upon their service appointed to pray, stepped forward and- , program into four general parts:
I. Worship
for Him. The room was put in order, free prayed simply and from her heart. The
from distracting litter which often collects leader announced the singing of "Fairest
II. Fellowship
in S. S. rooms. In the front of the room, Lord Jesus." Somehow, one of our light,
III. Department Instruction
a simple center of worship was prepared peppy choruses would have seemed inconIV.
Class Instruction
by placing on a table easel a picture of gruous in this atmosphere. The Scripture
Worship includes songs, prayer and ofChrist blessing the children. In front of lesson, John 14:1-6, was read well by a
the picture was a large Bible, open to the boy who seemed familiar with it. Later, I fering (material that is familiar to the
Scripture reading of the day.
learned that the Scripture readings were child). Fellowship includes recognizing
birthdays, welcoming of new scholars and
When the children arrived they were chosen from a few portions that made up
visitors.
Department instruction includes
greeted warmly and participated in pre- the memory course of the department. The
Scripture memory drill, learning new
group
then
stood
and
sang,
"The
Chilsession activities. About 9:40 the children
songs, object lessons, stories and discusand superintendent discussed the worship dren's Friend is Jesus." (Choice Hymns of
sions. Class instructions is devoted to Bithe
Faith.)
service. The superintendent had planned
ble teaching in smaller groups.
a written program in advance. One child
A seven-year-old boy led the offering
What a disappointment it is to visit a
was chosen to lead the service,, one to read service in which the children repeated such
the Scripture, one to pray and one to lead Scriptures as, "God loveth a cheerful Bible school where the precious minutes
the offering service. The four who were giver," (II Cor. 9 : 7 ) , "It is more blessed that might have been used for worship are
to participate took seats in front of the to give than to receive," (Acts 27:30), and spent in a disorderly, unplanned "opening
group. The superintendent sat with the "For God so loved the world that he gave exercises." We have seen superintendents
pupils as an inconspicuous fellow-worship- his only begotten Son that whosoever be- rush in at the last minute, bustle about
with books and papers, frantically pound
per.
lieveth in him should not perish, but have
the bell and yell above the tumult "What
Promptly at 9:45 an eight-year-old boy, everlasting life." (John 3:16) Since the
shall we s i n g ? " We have seen the spirit of
the leader for the day, stood before the group was small, it was possible for all
a department marred by adults who do not
group and said, '"0 come and let us wor- of the children to come forward to present enter into the spirit of worship and hinder
the entire effectiveness of the hours. Simple surroundings may become a sanctuary
of worship if all the people there are wor99
shipful. The superintendent, teachers and
secretary contribute much by their own
spirit of worship to share their experiences
For Sunday School Workers
with the children.

N

OT LONG AGO it was my joy to visit a

primary department in which the children, ages six, seven and eight, seemed to
have experienced the true spirit of worship.
As I sat with these children, I was inspired
and felt a sense of having been apart with

"Gleanings
C. W. Boyer

"Some superintendents, like boats, toot
loudest in the fog."
"Better to lose an argument than a pupil or teacher—you cannot always hold
both."
"Soft answers often get superintendents
out of many hard Sunday School situations."
"Building a Sunday School consists of
two phases of work—attracting new people,
and holding these gains. The superintendent who can only hold loses in the end;
while the executive who can only attract
and not hold does not win. "Attract" and
"hold" are twin Sunday School imperalives."

"Your critic may be right!"

"A Christian life should always be an
introduction to Jesus."
m

"Lif«
more

like

than

we

a

mirror

P

ut lnto

never
il

Sives

back

-

"You can make a good living, yet live
a poor life."
The

door

of ? opportunity lies near the
hour of prayer.
"Prayer can do anything that God can
do."

A good worship service must be planned. The skilled carpenter has a blueprint and does not depend upon his memory or the inspiration of the moment. It
is most profitable to have a previously
planned, written program in order that
every precious moment may be utilized to
the fullest. An extra copy of the order of
worship should be available for the chorister in order that she may be prepared to
coordinate the music with the rest of the
worship period.
Music is one of the most important
phases of worship. We often depend on
music to prepare us for the spirit of worship. The great hymns of the church
should have definite precedence over light,
aimless chouses. It should be the heritage
of every child to know great, old hymns,
such as "Holy, Holy, Holy"; "There is a
Green Hill Far Away," and "How Firm a
Foundation." Hymns sung in childhood

.
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become an invaluable life-time possession.
Let us use them well and often.

How I Help My Children in
Preparing the S. S. Lesson

Prayer is a vital part of worship. It is
essential that children be trained in reverence. Children should feel that they are
definitely in the presence of God and that
prayer is a personal talk with God. If
adults pray, let their prayers be brief, to
the point, and in language that children
can understand. With encouragement and
training, even at an early age children will
enjoy participating in public prayer.
The offering service truly can be a worshipful experience as the children feel that
it is their privilege to bring their love-gifts
to the Lord. The offering should not be
hurried or irreverent, but a quiet, genuine
expression of love for God. We must begin
early to train in this phase of Christian
stewardship.
A worship service should not be conducted in a forced spirit or an outward effort to be sanctimonious. It is possible to
make it dignified and still have the spontaneous expression of children worshipping God.
If worship is made a vital part of our
program, we believe that great gains will
be made by the church in recruiting members from the ranks of the Bible school.
—Christlife Magazine

In choosing the foregoing article for our
"Sunday School Department," we recognize the fact that in many of our Schools,
separate departmental services, such as is
depicted here, are not possible, due to size
of the School, and to lack of separate departmental facilities. Yet we believe that
the requisities to a real Worship Service
in the Sunday School, which are so clearly
brought out in this article, can be utilized
effectively, even though the worship period
may be conducted in the general assembly
of the School. ' Even though this worship
service was planned and conducted on the
level of a primary group, note that the
writer (even though an adult) could say:
"I was inspired and felt a sense of having
been apart with God." We trust that our
S. S. leaders and workers will re-read this
article carefully—and profit by it.
What is your experience in the worship
period of your Sunday School? If you
have planned and carried out some Worship Service programs which you felt were
particularly effective, would you write and
tell us about them, giving complete details
on at least one such program. Send to:
C. W. Boyer, 2223 N. Main St., Dayton 5,
Ohio.

"Be not rash with thy mouth, and let
not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing
before God: for God is in Heaven, and
thou upon earth: therefore let thy words
be few" (Eccl. 5 : 2 ) .

V I S I T O R

By a Parent
ILL YOU PICTURE for a moment a Sunday school teacher who has spent
many precious minutes preparing the lesson—planning to give her pupils some
sidelights on the subject; to enlarge their
knowledge and understanding of that particular lesson. She goes to class full of
enthusiasm. Now the class has assembled
and before going into the more interesting
things she has planned, she must check the
memory work and make sure each has
gleaned the essential points from today's
lesson. If they have studied the lesson, she
can go on and help them apply it to everyday living.

W

I

too at some time in her career. ' We, as
parents, must prepare before-hand so that
60 minutes once a week can really count
for God.
II
In trying to help my children prepare
their Sunday school lesson, the first thing
I must do is to acquaint myself with the
books and other materials used for Sunday
school instruction in our church. I must
get an idea of what the teacher is trying
to accomplish. The most desirable way
would be to visit Sunday school and talk
to the teacher (but I probably won't ever
actually get there because of Jr.'s measles
or company or something).

First she calls on Clara.
In those Sunday schools which have re"I don't know, I lost my book."
gular P.T.A. meetings or regular days for
The teacher turns to Mable, "Perhaps each pupil's parents to visit, this problem
could be solved easily. Aside from this I
you can tell us then."
"Oh," says Mable, "I studied the one can look at the text books or quarterlies
about Elijah . . . I do not know anything my children bring home. Some books have
about this man . . . wasn't the lesson sup- an introduction written to the child which
tells the author's aim in preparing the
posed to be Elijah?"
Next she calls on Jane who gets good book. At least I can glance through the
material and get a pretty good idea of
grades in school.
Jane, "Well I forgot to study until late what lessons and facts the child is suplast night and Mother made me go to bed posed to glean from it. I look especially
at those things which will have to be meminstead."
With growing impatience the teacher orized. (In some Sunday schools this is left
calls on Henry, hoping he will not dis- up to the teacher and would not be written
in the textbook.)
appoint her.
Henry says, "We all went to town last
Perhaps I see the First Grade book is
night and I didn't have a chance this morn- going to be too hard for Junior to read at
ing."
the beginning of the year. I'll have to plan
"George."
to read it to him first and spell the words
"I tried to study but I didn't understand so he can write the answers and teach him
the questions and there are too many big the memory verse. Maybe I can pick out
words."
the shortest line, help him master the
"June," the teacher asks, "do you know words in that and read it to his teacher.
the answer?"
This will begin the habit of good Sunday
"I wasn't here for two Sundays . . . school preparation.
what are we supposed to d o ? " answered
Secondly I try to acquaint myself with
June.
With little hope of getting a correct re- the actual lesson assigned for that day. If
I do not know the lesson assigned, what
ply she asks Jack.
written
work or memory work is required
"I can't learn that stuff," said Jack, "besides Mother says it's too hard for us kids each time, I cannot help them prepare
. . . just foolishness to memorize it word properly. I might also say here that some
Sunday school teachers could be a little
for word."
more
definite in their assignments.
The teacher starts to call on Bob but he
is too interested in teasing the girls and
I ask the children every Sunday after
doesn't even hear the question.
they get home to show me exactly what
The most they can get done that morn- their teacher gave them to do. This helps
ing will be to read the lesson in class . . . them remember, too. A piece of paper
and only part of the children will be in- clipped to the books can be used to jot it
terested enough to listen while it's read!
down if memories fail. We each have a
This illustration is very far fetched, per- special place for our Sunday school books
haps. Let's hope no Sunday school teacher and I insist that they are put there as soon
ever has to listen to all eight excuses on after church as possible. These precauthe same Sunday morning. I'm sure every tions can eliminate the "lost book" and "I
teacher has heard these excuses and others forgot the lesson" excuses.
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III
Thirdly I try to provide a suitable time
and place for regular study of the lesson,
Ella M.
and see to it that other activities which
might interfere are steered to another night
The Potter needed a vessel,
or a different hour. This will throw excuses So He looked His own over with care,
number three and four (too late to study But the kind for which He was searching:
and we went somewhere) out the window. It certainly was not there.
At our house Friday night is the big night
for doing special things and staying up as There were vessels of many
descriptions,
late as the children wish. Saturday night Some useful and costly as well;
is.the night for studying the Sunday school There were others that seldom were hanlesson and laying out clothes for Sunday.
dled:
It is the time to locate their "Jesus money" Why could He not use them—Pray
tell?
which they set aside each week from their
allowance.
Well, some were too large for the purpose,
Sometimes we all sit down at the table While others were much too small;
together and we begin with a little prayer. Still others were too wide and shallow,
Or maybe two of us go into another room The remainder too narrow and tall.
to practice a memory work assignment. It
is easier to memorize a thing if you first Yet this should not trouble the Potter,
understand it and many of the words in the For had He not always on hand,
Bible passages can be made clear by talk- A lot of pliable mortar
ing it over with the child, stating it in his To make vessels to meet the demand?
own words.
Most of the time the children work in- And so the matter is settled;
dependently, but I like to be available if Another vessel is planned,
they do not understand some part of the But lo? behold in the making,
lesson. If there is written work, either 'Twas marred in the Potter's hand!
their father or I go over it after they finish. Sometimes the assignment is so long But oh, His great heart of mercy
or so hard that we study for, a while on Reaches out for that which remains,
several different evenings during the week. And gathering up the fragments,
These precautions should do away with ex- He remakes the vessel again.
cuse number five (I tried but didn't understand).
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The Potters Vessel

Aside from sickness in the family, most
parents can see that the children attend regularly. Bad roads, distance, bad weather
sometimes interfere, yet our family went
more regularly last winter when we lived
at a considerable distance than when we
lived two blocks from the church. It is a
matter of routine, having a schedule, getting the habit.
IV
Most Sunday school lessons are made up
according to a definite plan and are like
school work, having little value to the
child if taken in small infrequent doses.
Irregular attendance makes the children
disinterested. Several children have told
me they could not come because their parents did not get up early on Sunday mornings. Some had to take care of the baby.
I had trouble with my oldest boy about
"Why do I have to learn the Bible passages. The words are too big and it's too
hard." I think this is like the First Aid
directions. Call the Doctor First or rather
ask the Pastor first. Your Pastor is best
fitted to explain to the children the reasons
for learning the memory work. But until
"the Pastor comes" you might tell the
. child, "It has been said, 'the Holy Spirit
loves U. use memorized knowledge.' Memory verses from the Bible are always ready
as helps to comfort, to use in times of
temptation, as a guide to right living, to
tell others of Jesus."

Livingstone's Tomb
An American businessman and his wife
were visiting in London. As they entered
Westminister Abbey the wife asked the
verger, who was guiding them, this question:
"What tomb here is most asked for,
after that of the Unknown Soldier?"
"The tomb of David Livingstone," was
the verger's reply.
Verily the last shall be first. The man
who sought to bury himself in Africa is
the most sought now among the great dead
of Britain's famous men.—Moody Monthly
An editorial in a recent issue of the
Christian Parent stressed the fact that religious knowledge is no good unless we
make it functional. To illustrate this point
it told of an imaginary swimming class
which memorized perfectly each step in
learning to swim, studied every motion, but
never actually practiced in the water.
Would they be able to swim?
It is up to us as parents to give our children practice in the things they learn at
Sunday school. Practice in making prayers, practice in being kind, practice in
trusting Jesus. It is up to us to see that
they become doers of the Word and not
hearers (or memorizers) only.—Christian
Parent.

Lauver
At last it is ready for service
Wherever the Potter sees best;
He prays it may prove a blessing;
Oh will it stand the test?
So you and I may be vessels,
For the Master s use made meet;
If we allow Him to use us
Or only lie at His feet.
The harvest truly is plenteous;
The laborers indeed they are few,
May we have a heaven born vision
Of the work that we should do.

,

His hand may lead over the ocean
Where souls in darkest night
Know nothing of a Saviour
Who washes black hearts white.
To some He speaks so plainly
"You work just where you are."
Stay anywhere with Jesus,
Nor dare His purpose mar.
And when our work is finished—
Our race on earth is run;
May we His chosen vessels
Receive the words, "Well done!"
—Mifflintown, Pa.

Checks for a Miserable Teacher
Do you . . .
*Think about yourself?
*Talk about yourself?
*Use " I " as often as possible?
*Mirror yourself
others ?

in the

*Listen greedily to
about you?

what

opinion
people

of
say

*Expect to be appreciated?
*Be suspicious?
*Be jealous and envious?
*Be sensitive to slights?
*Never forgive a criticism?
*Trust nobody but yourself?
* Insist on consideration and respect?
* Demand agreement with your own
views on everything?
*Sulk if people are not grateful for
favors shown them?
* Never forget a service you may have
rendered?
*Be on the lookout for a good time for
yourself?
*Shirk your duties if you can?
*Do as little as possible for others?
*Be selfish?—Selected,

.
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In The Homeland

Bro. Schneider, under the power of the Reichard spoke about THE RENT VEIL.
Holy Spirit preached us the Word of God, Eld. Marshall Winger spoke on WHY THE
and the messages were heart searching and CHURCH IS SO POWERLESS and Eld.
practical, bringing conviction and new light Harvey Light spoke about THE MILLENto different ones. We were glad for the NIUM.
testimonies of those who received very deThe Christmas program was given by the
finite help during the revival meeting. God Sunday School Children and the Sunshine
met with us in a gracious way, also in some Class. It was an interesting program. We
of the day prayer meetings which we had were pleased to have a number of the parin different homes. We were so glad too ents come who do not attend our Sunday
for the additional help we had during our School.
revival meeting in the person of Aunt FranA group of young people went Christmas
tie Climenhaga and daughter Catherine of Caroling on Christmas eve.
Stevensville, Ont. It's a real battle these
Faithe M. Light
days to try to get people interested in their
own souls, and we were glad for their help Chantbersburg, Pa.
in song, prayer and testimony, as well as in
A New Year's Watch Night Service held
visitation.
at Chambersburg Church the night of DecWe trust the Lord to water the seed sown ember 31, from 9:30 until 12:15 proved to
during this revival and believe that some be an inspiration and convinced all in attendance that it is a good way to begin the
will yet bring forth fruit.
Sr. Ruby Buckwalter, Sr. Nellie Rohrer New Year. The regular prayer meeting was
and Sr. Ruth Heisey were the committee held as a prelude to the Watch Night Servwhich arranged for the Sunday School ice. Bro. Barton Starr spoke to us in this
Christmas Program which was presented service on "Leaving those things which are
the Sunday night before Christmas and en- behind and pressing forward." Eld. Daniel
Burkholder was in charge of the Watch
joyed by all.
Our Sunday School is slightly on the in- Night meeting which began at 9:30 and was
crease, for which we praise God. We have opened with a spontaneous testimony meetgotten a few new families interested in at- ing. Our guest speakers were Eld. Harvey
tending regularly and we are hoping that Musser from the Air Hill congregation and
Eld. John Byers from the Antrim Church.
we may yet interest more.
Eld. & Sr. Allen Buckwalter and daughter Bro. Musser spoke on "The Lord hath done
stopped off here for a day on their way to great things for us whereof we are glad."
the west coast and some of us had the Bro. Byers used as his text, "My presence
privilege of having a little visit with them shall go with thee and I will give thee rest."
and enjoyed hearing of some of their) ex- The Chambersburg Ladies' Quartet and the
periences. They stopped to see their Aunt Musser Trio each gave several musical selections. When the service was over we
and Uncle, Bro. & Sr. Paul Buckwalter.
felt we could say with Peter, "It was good
Mrs. H. P. Heisey
for us to be here."
Cross Roads, New Cumberland, Pa.
Luke 19-10: ' F o r the Son of Man has Boyle, Ont.
December began with our winter revival
come to seek and to' save that which was
in progress. Bro. Henry Schneider, Merrill,
lost."
As another year is about to pass, we will Mich., our evangelist, came filled with the
send a report of the work at Cross Road. Holy Spirit and a burden for the communThe Sunday School has held a good attend- ity. He faithfully declared the truth of God
ance record throughout the year, also the and brought soul stirring messages, night
prayer meeting which are held twice week- after night,
Dec. 13 our Bible Conference was held
ly on Monday nights in the homes and on
and was well attended. The speakers were
Wednesday evenings in the church.
In July we held an all day meeting which Bro. John Hostetter, Clarence Center; Bro.
was well attended, and on Nov. 30 we held Romie Sider, Wainfleet and our evangelist.
another all day meeting with the Revivals Their messages will not soon be forgotten.
starting in the evening. Eld. Harry Bru- Heaven seemed near and Christian fellowship was enjoyed.
baker from Mount Jov was the evangelist.
Dec. 16, a day of prayer and fasting was
We are thankful for men who are not
afraid to preach the truth. Bro.; Brubaker held at the Church.
brought us the messages each n ght.
Our revival closed Dec. 21. At least
We were glad for brethren from sister twelve persons bowed at the altar of praychurches that came in to help pray for er. God is able to supply each ones needs.
souls. There were those that attended each We appreciate all who came to worship with
night. We thank God for those who knelt us. During the revival the following conat the altar for help; some to be sanctified, gregations were represented, namely: Rosesome to be saved, some reclaimed. Although bank, Markham, Ontario Bible School; Berthe meeting is closed we ask the prayer of tie, Welland and Wainfleet; Clarence CenGod's children that the seed that has been ter and Buffalo, N. Y. Bro. and Sr. Brad
sown will take root and bring forth fruit Linkletter, Delisle, Saskatchewan were also
for the advantage of his kinsman.
with us over our Bible Conference.
Mrs. Guy Stoner
On Christmas eve. about nineteen young
people went carolling, calling mostly at the
Fairland, Pennsylvania
homes of shut-ins.
The fall communion was observed Sunday
Dec. 28, was Sunday School reorganizaevening, October 26. There was a good at- tion. Mr. and Mrs. Robert Boyd, Kinderstendance. We were blest in once again be- ley, Sask., attended morning and evening
ing privileged to partake of the precious services.
emblems.
Our Revival opened November 9. Eld. Granville, Pa.
Greetings in Jesus' Name from Granville.
Weslev Martin was the Evangelist. We all
enjoyed the heart searching messages he This beautiful Sabbath day the sun is shingave us. Two girls knelt at the altar for ing bright upon the snow. We had a very
saving grace, another to be reclaimed. We good Sunday School and good attendance,
had several precious experiences during the although it was very cold. But the warmth
of. the Lord was inside with a desire to
altar services.
A Bible Conference was held on Novem- serve the Lord. The interest is improving
ber 24. Our Evangelist gave us a challeng- and the Sunday School is increasing for
ing Thanksgiving message. Eld. Walter which we are thanking God.

(Continued from page eleven)
the Lord who has been quite sick and there
seemingly is no help for her. She has a
family of eight; her husband is unsaved.
Help us pray for her that the Great Physician may heal her to his honor and glory.
Mrs. Irvin Kanode
Garrett, Ind.
A new year—and with it comes new
duties, new responsibilities and new plans.
Bro. Archie Fike is our S. S. superintendent,
and Sr. Isabelle Foote heads our Young
People's Society.
Our group here recently purchased a
house to be used as a parsonage. This solves
what has been quite a problem for us in
the last several years.
Our hearts have been deeply touched lately in the passing of our former pastor, Eld.
'Frank Brechbill. Sr. Jennie's life has truly
been visible proof of God's gracious promise, "My grace is sufficient for thee." For
only His grace could bring one through such
deep waters as she has been through with a
testimony of victory. All praise to His
name—our Pilot for the days before us.
New Guilford, Pa.
Our Annual Fall Revival began Sunday,
November 2, with Bishop Henry N. Hostetter of Washington Boro, Pa , as our Evangelist.
Brother Hostetter, who is much interested
in the welfare of Christian Youth, -preached
heart searching and stirring messages each
night.
One night was set aside as "Family
Night." This was something new for the
congregation and each one in attendance
had a greater appreciation for their Christian Heritage and Church.
The meetings were well attended. Eleven
different congregations were represented
one night.
Convictions were deepened and a determined loyalty to Christ was made firm in
the hearts of many. Quite a number bowed
at an altar of prayer expressing their need
and many received definite help.
May God continue to bless Brother Hostetter in his work.
John D. Burkholder
Chino, Calif.
The Chino Brethren in Christ Sunday
School has set a new record for the year
1947. With an enrollment of 65, there are
22 with a perfect attendance record for the
year. The Busy Bees class of five students
had a record of 100 per cent perfect attendance. One family of five children had
a perfect record and also one of the cradle
roll babies attended every Sunday of the
year.
Valley Chapel, Canton, Ohio
On Nov. 8 and 9 the annual Love Feast
was held here at Valley Chapel. This was a
time of spiritual refreshing for the saints.
We were privileged to have with us as our
guest speaker, Bishop Henry Schneider of
Merrill, Mich., who began our revival Sunday night, Nov. 9.
We appreciated the brethren and sisters
from the other churches in our district
meeting with us to commemorate the death
and suffering of our Lord. We had the largest number of communicants that we have
had for a number of years.
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Our revival starts March 6, with Bishop
Lafayette Shoalts from Canada coming to be
with us. Our new field of work in Ferguson
is very much on the increase in attendance
—mostly children. The average is forty to
forty-six each Sunday, and the Sunday
School is held at Bro. Jesse Yoder's home
at 2:00 followed by preaching. The prayer
meeting is held each Thursday evening in
different homes. A collection is under way
for a church building fund. The ground
where the tent was pitched can be purchased for: a church site in Ferguson Valley;
this purchase is anticipated. Pray for this
work and for the fund that it may grow to
the point where this work may be taken
care of by a church. We need each others
prayers.

Did You Really Pray Through
Zeb H. Wolfe
Perhaps real conviction has been on your
heart,
And some of your sins you confessed.
For glory eternal you really did start,
And truly your soul was blessed;
But deep down in your heart you then
realized
Were more things you ought to make
right,
But satan came to you and you compromised
And failed to walk on in the light.
Perhaps in the lonely dark hours of night
You have wept over wrongs you have
. done,
And have asked God the Father to make
your soul white
In the Blood of His own precious Son;
Perhaps many times to the altar you've
gone
Asking others to pray for you, too;
But here is the question: did you keep
right on
Until you had really prayed through?
The time you have spent on your knees at
midnight,
The tears that you shed while
you
prayed,
The things you with God and the people
made right,
The vows and old debts that you payed
Were all right in their way for they helped
you obtain
More faith in God's promises true;
But all these efforts were efforts in vain
If you failed to go on and pray through.
Examine yourself, for there's coming a day
When all at the judgment must stand,
And you from. God's presence will be turned away
If you've built your house on the sand.
You can never fool God, He knows your
heart, friend.
And don't let the devil fool you;
For with demons in hell you'll
Eternity
spend
Unless you confess and pray through.
Easley, South Carolina
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News Gleanings
Not a Bad Experiment
Army Report
News Week recently reported a Maryland *
One day in 1877, British Evangelist WilMinister who thought up an unusual approach of what to do with .the many of his liam Booth was pacing up and down as he
170 members who did not come to the Sun- dictated to his son Bramwell. "The Chrisday morning service. He sent them a letter tian Mission," said Booth, "is a Volunteer
Army." Then suddenly he leaned over his
telling them to expect a "visitation."
On 'Sunday, Nov. 9, some thirty-three of son's shoulder, crossed out the word "Volunthe more regular churchgoers met for an teer" and substituted "Salvation." Thus he
early breakfast. In place of a full-length named the Army that has since planted its
meeting, the pastor held a short worship red-and-blue flag in almost every country in
service. At 10 a. m. fourteen teams paired the world.
William Booth became "General" and his
off to call on absentee church members.
They visited some 50 homes and found most new Salvation Army fell into step behind
families in. "It wasn't our intention to put him as uniformed privates, noncoms and ofanybody on the spot," said the pastor. "We ficers—with bands, "Councils of war," "onasked for no excuses and none was given." ders of the day" and "kneedrill" (prayer).
5he enemy was the Devil, and the Army
Last week, the pastor evaluated the re- marched to meet him wherever the govsults. "I have made no actual count," he ing was toughest: in Skid Rows and slum
admitted, "but I'd say that at least fifteen alleyways.
families we visted have been coming to
The 43rd issue of the Salvation Army
church ever since . . . On the other hand, Yearbook, published by the international
some families promised to attend church the headquarters in London and released in the
Sunday after our visit and we haven't seen U. S. last week, records—as far as figures
them yet. I might add that a few people can—the good fight that Booth's troops
did not receive our visit cordially, and most have fought. During the past fiscal year
of them have since transferred to other the Army has given out 33,772,383 meals
churches. But all in all, it was a very suc- and 10,941,102 beds, found jobs for 77,766,
cessful visitation."
operated 415 shelters, hostels and food depots, maintained 94 maternity homes and 26
Moody Anniversary
industrial and boarding schools. CommisD. L. Moody was born on February 5, sioned officers and cadets increased by 4,294
1837. When he died in 1899, the Chicago (to 32,105), and 15,205 laymen were emTimes Herald wrote, "The moral effect of ployed full-time.—Time.
his life upon humanity was greater than
Alarming Church Statistics
any other man in the nineteenth century."
Each February many Christian men and
According to recently published figures,
women pause to pay special tribute to his only 50% of America's 144.7 million populamemory, not simply to heap praise upon tion is even listed as belonging to any kind
praise, but to remind us all once again what of church at all—including Buddhist, JewGod can do through any man who is wholly ish, Moselm and a score of other non-chrissurrendered to him.
tian faiths.
The Lutheran magazine pictures AmeriIntemperance Facts
cans with ' S o few Christians" that they
According to a report by Dr. John W. "can in truth be called a minority group in
this country." This report has been based
Riley of Rutgers University,
"Sixty-five percent of the adult popula- upon the survey of Dr. Stewart Herman
whose observation of the decay of protestion of the U. S. drinks.
"Seventeen percent are regular drinkers; tant worship in Europe made him determined to check his own country thoroughly.
78 percent occasional.
"Three-fourths of the male population
Of the listed membership only 59.7 mildrinks, and fifty-six percent of the female lion have been tabulated as being more than
population.
13 years old. And of the older supposedly
"More than half of those who drink use church goers, there is a serious question as
distilled spirits.
to how many actually forsake couch and car
"Those with high-school education or bet- for Sunday Worship?
ter show a higher percentage of drinkers
than those with less-than-high-school."
Stand Against Horrors Commended
Commendation to the National Broadcasting Company was voted by the Wilmington,
Delaware, churches recently for a decision
to stop broadcasting crime and mystery
programs until after 9:30 p. m.
Other broadcasting companies were asked
to take similar action to "minimize" exposure of children to such programs.
We fail to see the justification of many
of these programs even after 9:30 p. m.
Freedom of Religion Day for Freedom
Train
Freedom of Religion Day is planned for
many of the 300 American communities
where the Freedom Train, which carries
many treasured historical documents, will
stop and be open to the public during the
next year, the American Heritage Foundation, sponsor of the train recently announced.

QUOTES
Ex-governor, Henry J. Allen, of Kansas
has recently stated, "Had Abranam Lincoln
been living today, a case worker would see
that his father received a monthly check
from the county. The OPA would reduce
his rent by 50%. He would receive a subsidy for rail splitting: another one for raising some crop he was going to raise anyway, still another for not raising a crop he
had no intention of raising. Result: there
would have been no Abraham Lincoln.
Dr. Robert M. Hutchins, chancellor of the
University of Chicago had declared, "In my
lifetime we have reduced the work week
from 60 to 40 hours. And the effect has
been to produce comic books. Great books
suggest what we might do with ourselves,
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